
 
  



Report on court trials on “gozetci.az” (September, 2018-August, 2019) 
 

 

A. Introduction  

 

This report is based on information collected from the regional monitors of EMDS who have 

observed politically motivated court trials and published on the gozetchi.az from September, 

2018 to August, 2019.  

 

Complaints and observations happened during this period have shown that no significant step has 

been taken to ensure that human rights and freedoms are respected and protected by domestic 

courts. The measures taken were superfluous and did not contribute to the elimination of human 

rights violations. As a result, the problem of political prisoners remains unresolved in the 

country. At present, up to 117 political prisoners in the country have been registered by the 

Working Group on Political Prisoners. 

 

There were administrative arbitrariness in using the authority, the unfair arbitrary decisions made 

by the courts, the persecution of political activists and the discrimination.  

 

EMDS recorded 57 (32 cases) politically motivated court trials where the right to fair trial has 

been violated. Observations show that, there is an increase in the number of violations of right to 

fair trial compared to previous reported period.  

 

For the full report, download the file here. 

 

B. New trumped-up charges against political prisoners 

 

The authorities have laid the foundation for a tendency in September-December, 2018 - 

putting forward new accusations against political prisoners who served their whole prison term 

and sending them to prison again with new fabricated charges. The Presidium member of Popular 

Front Party of Azerbaijan (PFPA), Mammad Ibrahim was found guilty under Article 317.2 

(keeping prohibited items in prison) and sentenced to 5 months and 22 days by the decision of 

Surakhany District Court. Telman Shiraliyev faced the same charges a few days before the end 

of his term. He was sentenced to 6 years in prison after participating in a protest rally on October 

5, 2012 in front of the Ministry of Education. A week before his release, a bradawl was "found" 

under his pillow and he was accused under Article 317-2.1 (manufacture, storage and carrying a 

prohibited object in a penitentiary) of the Criminal Code by Surakhany District Court. At almost 

the same time, several days before the end of the prison term, Elnur Javadov was charged with 

illegal possession of prohibited item (awl). His term would have ended on 27 October 2018 and 

he was sentenced to 5 months and 25 days in jail by the decision of Surakhany District Court.   

On 26 December 2018, a new charge was brought against the imprisoned video-blogger Mehman 

Huseynov two months ahead of his scheduled release from prison. However, on 22 January 2019, 

the Azerbaijani Prosecutor General's Office announced that the charges against Mehman 

Huseynov had been dropped, following President Ilham Aliyev's intervention.  

 

 

C. Pressure against activists’ relatives 

 



The government is also targeting the families of political activists. Ramin Abdurrahmanly 

received 10 days of administrative arrest on November 22 by Sheki District Court. He is the 

brother of Rauf Abdurrahmanli, head of the PFPA branch.  

 

 

D. Arrests related to peaceful rallies 

 

The cases of detentions related to the restriction of freedom of assembly were very common in 

this quarter.  By the decision of the Yasamal District Court on September 17 a member of 

Musavat party Aziz Gahramanov has been arrested in administrative order for 10 days. He 

was punished for Solidarity Picket in Front of Foreign Ministry. Member of the Board of the 

D18 Movement, Zaur Rovshanly, was detained by the police on November 7 and the Nizami 

Court of Baku found him guilty of not submitting to the police and sentenced him to 10 days of 

administrative arrest. On November 17, during a collective visit to the Alley of Martyrs, 52 

people were detained on the National Revival Day, including the leader of the Popular Front 

Party Ali Karimli and the head of the National Council of Democratic Forces Jamil Hasanli. 

41 people were released the same evening, but 11 activists were brought to trial on November 

19. Of these, three were arrested for 20 days, and 8 more, including Ali Kerimli, were fined by 

the Sabail District Court. The residents of Sovetsky neighborhood Namig Jafarov and Tofig 

Jafarov, as well as Bakhtiyar Rasulov were sentenced to 10 days of administrative arrest by 

Yasamal District Court on December 24. During a visit to the Alley of Martyrs on January 20, 

more than 20 supporters of the National Council were detained. Of these, 9 were taken to the 

courts on January 21. The Yasamal court has already punished members of this organization: 

Ramin Ahmedov and Amil Mamedzadeh were fined at 200 manat, and Hasanali 

Bakhshaliyev was arrested for 10 days. An activist of the Musavat party, a former prisoner of 

conscience Elvin Abdullayev was sentenced to 25 days of administrative arrest by the decision 

of the Khatai Court on January 23. It is said that he led propaganda in connection with the 

January 19 rally. On January 25, Rafael Huseynzadeh was subjected to administrative arrests 

for 30 days by the Nasimi District Court. He was detained for holding a solitary rally in central 

Baku demanding the release of political prisoners and arrested. Elnur Jabbarly, an activist of 

the Popular Front Party of Azerbaijan (PFPA),  was sentenced to 10 days of administrative 

arrest on February 5 by Absheron District Court. Another PFPA activist Elnur Yusubov was 

also sentenced to 22 days of administrative arrest on the same day. In addition, on February 5, 

Zahir Mammadli, the head of the Shamakhi branch of the party, was arrested for 13 days. As 

noted in the PFPA, before and after the opposition rally on January 19, 33 party activists were 

administratively arrested. On July 29, the head of the Musavat youth committee Elman 

Guliyev, arrested in a rally in defense of the rights of a Musavat party member Azad Hasanov, 

was administratively detained for 30 days by Nasimi District Court. 

 

 

E. Trials before the Courts of Appeal 

 

Courts of appeal upheld the verdicts of the previous courts in all the below-mentioned cases 

without reasoning. The decision of Nasimi District Court to prolong the pre-trial arrest term of 

the head of the PFPA Narimanov district department Babek Hasanov for another 3 months has 

been upheld on September 25.  Baku Court of Appeal also upheld the verdict of travel ban that 

was imposed on journalist Shahveled Cobanoglu on September 27. The verdict against 

members of the movement "Muslim Unity" Elkhan Iskenderov and Abulfaz Bunyadov was 

left unchanged on September 27. Iskenderov was sentenced to 14 years in prison. Bunyadov 



was detained during a special operation in Nardaran in November 2015 against activists of the 

movement "Muslim Unity" headed by Tale Bagirzade. However, on October 7, 2019 Abulfaz 

Bunyadov, a bedridden patient, was released from prison by a decision of Nizami District 

Court of Baku . On December 14, The Baku Appeal Court considered the appeal of the leader 

of the Popular Front Party Ali Karimli and the complaint was rejected. Thus, the Court upheld 

the decision of the Sabail District Court on awarding Kerimli a fine of 2,500 manat.  On July 7, 

the Baku Court of Appeal rejected the complaint of a member of the Popular Front Party 

(PFPA), Fuad Ahmadli, about the refusal of release on parole. Recall that Fuad Ahmadli was 

sentenced to 4 years in prison on June 16, 2017.  

 

 

 

F. Arrests related to freedom of expression 

 

Court trials related to the restriction to freedom of expression have been observed. Ten 

residents of a suburban village of Nardaran, in 30 km from Baku, have been arrested over 

September, 2018, sources in the village reported. Of these, two were held criminally liable; the 

rest were administratively arrested. According to the same sources, the arrests were made in 

connection with the Ashura ceremony on September 20. Hatem Jalilov and another local 

resident, Fakhraddin Alkhasov, were arrested for illegal possession of weapons. The editor of 

the hefteaz.info website, which operates in the Goychay region of Azerbaijan, Aghil 

Mahmudov, was arrested in administrative order for 20 days on October 8. It is believed that 

the journalist was arrested for his critical and exposing articles and posting on Facebook. The 

chairman of the National Statehood Party Neimat Panahly was arrested on October 12 by a 

decision of the Nasimi District Court, which found him guilty under the Article 535.1 (not 

subordinating the police) to the Code of Administrative Offenses. Panahly said that the true 

cause of his arrest was an interview where he criticized Ali Hasanov, Head of Department of 

Public and Political Issues, Presidential Administration of Azerbaijan Republic. Young activist 

Ilgar Mammadov (Ilgar Aydin) has been sentenced to 2 months in administrative detention 

by Absheron District Court on October 22. It is believed that he was arrested because of the 

criticism of the government on social media.  On November 23, 2018, the Binagadi District 

Court issued a decision to withhold 20% of the annual earnings of Aslan Ismayilov, as well as 

one year of restoration work and a fine of 1,500 AZN. The court found the lawyer guilty of 

hooliganism. On November 27, by decision of the Sabail District Court, the journalist Afgan 

Sadigov was arrested for 30 days in administrative order. He was found guilty under the 

Article 535.1 (non-subordination of the police) of the Code of Administrative Offenses. On 

December 5, Huseyn Melik, a member of the Board of the Movement for Democracy and 

Prosperity, was arrested for 25 days. Seymur Hasanov, activist from Beylagan was sentenced 

to 5 days of administrative detention on January 12, 2019 after he shoot a video of the city 

residents attempting to hold a protest and published on social media. Youth activist of the 

NIDA movement Bayram Mammadov was detained on March 30 and sentenced on the same 

day to 30 days of arrest by Sabunchu District Court. B.Mammadov and Giyas Ibrahimov were 

detained after writing political slogans on the monument to Heydar Aliyev on May 10, 2016. 

Both were sentenced to 10 years in prison on charges of drug trafficking on a large scale. Both 

were released by the presidential pardon decree on March 16, 2019. After his release, 

Mammadov in the media and social networks sharply criticized the Azerbaijani authorities. 

 

 

G. Politically-motivated criminal cases 



 

The politically motivated criminal cases were observed as well. Baku Grave Crimes Court 

sentenced Orkhan Bakhishli, the member of Azerbaijani Popular Front Party to 6 years in jail 

on 18 September 2018 for alleged drug dealing. Baku Court of Appeal upheld the decision on 

10 December 2018. However, the term of punishment was reduced to 3 years by the decision 

of Supreme Court on June 4. Opposition Musavat party member Azad Hasanov 

was arrested on 12 October 2018, two days after returning to Baku from Lithuania on charges 

of drug trafficking.  On August 5, 2019 the charges against Azad Hasanov were softened 

and as a result, he was sentenced to one year in prison. Since he had already served most of 

this time, the remaining couple of months were replaced with a suspended sentence and he 

was released in the courtroom. The Baku Grave Crimes Court read out the verdict of the 

accused in the case "On the illegal financing of the PFPA” on February, 27. The court 

sentenced the former head of the Gadabay district executive authority Saleh Rustamov to 7 

years and 3 months in prison, a member of the Presidium of the Popular Front Party of 

Azerbaijan (PFPA) Agil Maharramov - to 4 years, and the head of the PFPA Narimanov 

district department Babek Hasanov to 3 years in prison. Rustamov”s nephew Vidadi 

Rustamli and the head of the Majlis of the PFPA youth committee Ruslan Nasirov were 

sentenced to 6 years and 8 months of conditional imprisonment with a three-year probation 

period. Both were released in the courtroom. Recall that on May 26, 2018, the country's 

Prosecutor General"s Office announced their arrest on charges of "illegal financing" of the 

PFPA. On July 3, 2018, the person named Yunis Safarov tried to assassinate Elmar Valiyev, 

the mayor of Azerbaijan"s second city Ganja. A week after the assassination attempt, a small 

demonstration, in support of the detained suspect Yunus Safarov, took place and two police 

officers were reported killed. In total, 77 people have been charged related to the attacks and 11 

more remain wanted. At least 10 suspects have been killed, including the man accused of 

killing the two police officers, Rashad Boyukkishiyev. Trials began in February, 2019 in Baku 

with judges from Ganja taking part. Thus far six groups of trials, involving 51 suspects, have 

been completed and all have been convicted and sentenced to prison terms of between five and 

nine years. Two more groups of trials are ongoing.  

 

H. Conclusion 

 

As a result of the court monitoring, it was observed that the courts did not meet the 

requirements of the principle of fair trial. The decisions taken by the courts were mainly 

against the defense, in favor of the investigation and law enforcement agencies. The lawyers' 

requests during the trials were dismissed without any reason, the courts did not substantiate 

their decision or the grounds they provided were insufficient. Trials on administrative arrests 

were held very quickly, so the defense suffered from lack of time in order to organize 

effective defense. Complaints to the courts have not been investigated, court decisions almost 

duplicated the decisions of law enforcement and investigative bodies, and the decisions were 

largely arbitrary.  

In sum, extensive and deep structural reforms are needed in judiciary system in order to 

ensure free and fair trial. 
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