
 

Statement 

Of the Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Center 

On the pressure against Vafa Naghiyeva 

Neftchala District, Kholgaragashli village municipality member 

 

Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Center (EMDS) expresses concern over the 

pressure in last two months against the Neftchala District, Kholgaragashli village municipality 

member Vafa Nagi who was elected in 23 December 2019 Municipal Elections and regards it 

as political pressure due to the independent work of the elected municipality member.  

EMDS notes that after being elected to the Kholgaragashli village municipality, Vafa Naghi 

tried to push the municipality for more accountable and transparent work, suggested the 

municipality chairperson holding meetings in accordance with the law and requested financial 

transparency from the chairperson Alibala Salimov on the assets. Accordingly, June 8th was 

the last time when Vafa Naghi officially requested to get information on the municipality fund 

and properties. However, chairperson Alibala Salimov, instead of responding to the request, 

initiated a smearing campaign against her and pressured her relatives as well. 

EMDS is concerned that, the pressure and discrediting campaign against Kholgaragashli 

village municipality member Vafa Naghi was also joint by local executive authorities. For 

instance, Elshan Naghiyev, brother of her, was summoned to the Neftchala District police 

department, on 10 June, and was told that he had been administratively fined 100 AZN 

(national currency unit). Reason for the fine was told to be his participation in the protest in 

Kholgaragashli village on 15 April 2020. However, the brother of the municipality member 

Vafa Naghi was the only one to be fined among the 50 village residents who showed up in the 

protest that day.  

On June 16th, smearing campaign against Vafa Naghi was accelerated after the municipality 

meeting was accompanied by the dispute between her and chairperson Alibala Salimov. Group 

of people tried to discredit Vafa Naghi and manipulate the opinion on her around the village 

by posting her beach photos in the village to boards with a name of “Lady Gaga” under them. 

EMDS strongly condemns this incident and regards the psychological pressure against Vafa 

Naghi and her family members as politically motivated. Such events are also aimed at 

invalidating the requests to the municipality for the accountability and discouraging village 

resident to participate in the local governance.  

EMDS considers the actions of chairperson Alibala Salimov and others against the 

Kholgaragashli municipality member Vafa Naghi as the breach of the provisions of the 



Constitution of Azerbaijan, laws of Azerbaijan about the Status of Municipalities, Municipality 

Members and Base of Finances of the Municipalities and the law on Freedom of Information 

alongside the demands of the European Charter of Local Self Government, which Azerbaijan 

is a party to. Hereby, EMDS requests law enforcement bodies to take necessary steps to ensure 

the thorough investigation of the events, identification of the people illegally pressuring Vafa 

Naghi and holding them responsible for their actions.  

 

 

For further contact: 

Email: emc.az2001@gmail.com  

Telephone: +994503334674 

Web: www.smdtaz.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AZEelections/ 

Twitter: @SMDT_EMDS 
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