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The Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Center (EMDS) presents
a quarterly fact-based summary of information on the human rights in
Azerbaijan based on alternative and open sources.
EMDS is a non-governmental organization operating in Azerbaijan to
promote human rights and democratic institutions.
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Quarterly Fact-Sheet

The quarter is to be
remembered
with
traditional
human
rights
violations
whereas the political
arrests and violations
concerning
social
rights during COVID19 pandemic were
especially
the
highlights

During the second quarter of 2020, EMDS recorded 291 human rights
violations upon 432 facts based on the analysis of information received
from citizen complaints and monitoring of events on human rights
violations. In particular, violations regarding the right to a fair trial,
social security rights and freedom of expression stood out among others.
Out of 432 overall violations, 265 were connected to civil and political
rights where social and economic rights were violated in rest 145 of the
cases, with 22 as uncategorised
The quarantine period due to COVID-19 pandemic has been the highlight
of the quarter. Though the quarantine measures were relaxed in mid-May
from time to time new stricter measures were adopted. At the end of the
quarter, there were 7596 confirmed cases of people infected with
coronavirus with 213 dead. The quarantine period, in general, was
accompanied by the abuse of quarantine measures by relevant state bodies
in a new wave of political pressure
This quarter the political will continued to be absent to solve the political
prisoners issue in Azerbaijan, whereas, in contrast, there has been an
increase in the number of them. According to the report of the working
group on the unified list of political prisoners, 108 people continued to
remain under arrest for political reasons in the reporting period. 1
The total restrictions brought upon freedom of expression, assembly and
other rights were not lifted, whereas enjoyment of these freedoms was
somehow legitimately restricted under the COVID-19 response measures.

The total restrictions
brought upon freedom
of
expression,
assembly and other
rights were not lifted,
whereas enjoyment of
these freedoms was
somehow legitimately
restricted under the
COVID-19 response
measures.

EMDS continued to monitor the violations of human rights during the
pandemic bases on analysis of citizen complaints and information from
open sources and regularly informed the public on the COVID-19
response actions to be abused against the government opponents and
activists.2
The quarter is to be remembered with traditional human rights violations
whereas the political arrests and violations concerning social rights during
COVID-19 pandemic were especially the highlights. As stressed, the
number of recorded violations of freedom of expression and social
security rights were 2-3 times higher than the numbers in the previous
quarter. Bureaucratic challenges, artificial hindrances by state officials in
government bodies alongside formal court trials continued to be the main
reason for the violation of human rights.

Working Group on the unified list of political prisoners in Azerbaijan, 10 June 2020, ‘https://smdtaz.org/az/vahid-siyasim%C9%99hbus-siyahisi-uzr%C9%99-isci-qrupun-yenil%C9%99nmis-novb%C9%99ti-siyahisi-t%C9%99qdim-edilib-4/’
2
AzeriWatchdog, Bulletin, ‘http://gozetci.az/az/bulletenl%c9%99r/’
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Civil and political rights
Freedom of expression and political persecution
Following the same pattern of the previous quarter, violations freedom of expression made
the huge part of violations of the civil and political rights in this quarter as well. 58 recorded
violations made 20 per cent of the overall numbers. Freedom of expression came under
heavy threats, especially, during the COVID-19 pandemic
Thus, since the mid-March, the law-enforcement bodies started to abuse the COVID-19
response actions against the political opponents, critics of the governments and activist. In
the second quarter of the year alone, at least 48 activist, human rights defenders and the
journalist were followed, threatened, fined, detained or arrested with bogus charges. 28 of
them were administratively charged, 9 were fined and criminal cases were launched against
4. These group of people, mostly sentenced to administrative arrests or fined under
accusations of violation of quarantine rules. 24 out of 48 people in this group were the
members of the Popular Front Party of Azerbaijan.
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The bodyguard of PFPA leader Ali Karimli, Niyamaddin Ahmadov was detained twice on
16 April and 19 May with the accusation of breaching the quarantine rules and sentenced to
administrative arrests. In mid-May, days before the end of his time in a temporary detention
facility, he was taken to unknown direction with a bag in his head and was reportedly
subjected to torture to extract a confession. Later on May 18, Ahmadov was charged with
the financing of terrorism (Article 214-1 of the Criminal Code) and sentenced to 4 months
of pre-trial custody.3 Another member of PFPA, Elvin Mammadov was followed, detained
and sentenced to 30 days of administrative arrest after dedicating a poem to the 55 th birthday
of PFPA leader Ali Karimli.
Arif Babayev, PFPA member detained on 22 April told his brother over phone that he faced
physical violence in the police station for his criticism on his Facebook account. He was
later sentenced to 30 days with the accusation of dissemination of prohibited information on
online sources. The relevant 388-1th article of the Code of the Administrative Offences was
amended on March 17, 2020, by Parliament to prevent the spread of false, misleading and
disinformation on online information sources during the pandemic.
I general, this quarter has marked the political punishment of citizens for online criticism
among other human rights violations. Concerning the crackdown on independent voices
during the pandemic number of international actors, US State Department 4, Council of
Europe Human Rights Commissioner Dunja Mijatovic5, PACE co-rapporteurs on
Azerbaijan6, PACE rapporteur on the reported cases of political prisoners in Azerbaijan
Thorhildur Sunna7alongside respectful international human rights organizations such as
Amnesty International8 and Human Rights Watch9 separately condemned and called
Azerbaijani Government to stop abusing the quarantine measures against government critics
and others. The list of people targeted by the new wave of political persecution during the
quarter can be checked in detail in the first annexe to the document.
There has been no positive development on the issue of the blockage of access to the
websites of independent media outlets as a result of a request by the Ministry of
Transportation, Communication and High Technologies to the Sabunchu District Court in
2017. In contrast, the Ministry requested the blockage of information sources providing
access to previously blocked websites as well. The Plenum of the Supreme Court granted
the request and returned the case to the Appeal Court to consider the blockage of
Turan.az, ‘PFPA regards the arrest of Niyamaddin Ahmadov as a political revenge’,
http://www.turan.az/ext/news/2020/5/free/politics%20news/en/124106.htm
4
Turan.az, ‘U.S. troubled by circumstances surrounding the arrest of Tofig Yagublu - State Department’,
https://www.turan.az/ext/news/2020/4/free/politics%20news/en/122861.htm
5
AzeriWatchdog, ‘Dunya Miyatovich: Azeri government is using pandemia for violation of human rights’,
https://gozetci.az/en/dunya-miyatovich-azeri-government-is-using-pandemia-for-violation-of-human-rights/
6
PACE, COVID-19: Rapporteurs outraged by the Azerbaijani government’s reliance on the pandemic to justify political repression .
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/7829
7
AzeriWatchdog, ‘Sunna Evarsdottir condemns persecution of power critics in Azerbaijan’, https://gozetci.az/en/sunna-evarsdottircondemns-persecution-of-power-critics-in-azerbaijan/
8
Eurasianet, ‘Azerbaijan cracks down on opposition amid coronavirus outbreak’, https://eurasianet.org/azerbaijan-cracks-down-onopposition-amid-coronavirus-outbreak
9
AzeriWatchdog, ‘Azerbaijan Should Release Jailed Opposition Leader’, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/16/azerbaijancrackdown-critics-amid-pandemic
3

QUARTERLY FACT-SHEET ON THE SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN AZERBAIJAN

5

anonymizers as well.10 Experts on media freedom and human rights organizations regarded
the developments as the possibility of the enlargement of the restrictions upon the freedom
of expression.
Additionally, journalists suffered from the number of obstacles in their professional work
during the pandemic were fined, threatened for covering sensitive issues, their equipment
was confiscated and even sentenced to administrative arrests in some cases.
The quarter was also marked the alarming trend of cyberattacks to the online accounts of
government opponents, critics and activists. In various instances, the accounts of activists,
journalists, politicians, media outlets were either hacked or attempted to be hacked 11, some
activists faced threatening online messages and online smearing campaigns. An independent
media group investigating the source of attacks presented alarming evidence pointing at the
highly likely government involvement behind the attacks.12

Political Prisoners
Another unsolved issue of the quarter has been the issue of political prisoners. According to
the report of the working group on the unified list of political prisoners in Azerbaijan,
published on 10th June, 108 people continued to be under arrest for political reasons as 4 of
them as journalists and 12 as activists.13 The Working Group excluded the cases of 11 people
who were released during the reporting period, however, another 50 people were targeted
by a new wave of political persecution and criminal cases were launched against 4.

Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment
In comparison with the first quarter (11), the number of cases where the people were
subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment increased
almost three times and reached 37. In most of the cases, the members of PFPA were
reportedly beaten, tortured in police stations and detention facilities. According to
information from relatives and other open sources, PFPA members Niyamaddin Ahmadov,
Arif Babayev and member of Muslim Unity Movement Hikmat Aghayev faced torture and
degrading treatment in different facilities to extract a confession. PFPA member Babak
Hasanov and MUM member Abbas Huseynov faced degrading and inhumane treatment in
detention facilities for protesting the dire conditions in prisons, especially, during the
pandemic

10

https://mikroskopmedia.com/2020/06/05/azerbaycanda-bloklanan-saytlara-girmeye-imkan-veren-saytlar-da-baglana-bil%C9%99r/
AznetWatch, news, ‘https://www.az-netwatch.org/category/news/page/3/’
12
AznetWatch, ‘”The man” behind the phishing attacks’, ‘https://www.az-netwatch.org/news/the-man-behind-the-phishing-attacks/’
13
Working Group on the unified list of political prisoners in Azerbaijan, 10 June 2020, ‘https://smdtaz.org/az/vahid-siyasim%C9%99hbus-siyahisi-uzr%C9%99-isci-qrupun-yenil%C9%99nmis-novb%C9%99ti-siyahisi-t%C9%99qdim-edilib-4/’
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PFPA member Agil Humbatov
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PFPA member, the bodyguard of chairman,
Niyamaddin Ahmadov

PFPA member Agil Humbatov was detained twice in March and forcibly put into Psychiatric
Hospital No.1 in early March for criticising the president and the policy of the government
online. He was kept there until late June and was deprived of legal aid for weeks. Humbatov
and PFPA link the development as punishment for his political activism.
Dadash Bunyadzada street incident
The citizens were not allowed to go outside during the strengthened quarantine regime
applied in weekend 6-7 June. Police officers detained one resident in the Dadash
Bunyadzada street of the Yasamal District for being outside. However, the aggressive
behaviour of police officers caused outrage in the neighbourhood and the resident started to
throw trash onto the police in a protest. Early in the morning on June 8, more than 100
members of Quick Police Regiment were deployed to the area which raided the building and
detained 11 residents. The video recording of the raid recorded by police officers themselves
displays the officers forcefully breaking into the properties, detaining people while halfnaked and subjecting them to degrading and inhumane treatment on the way outside the
area.14
Karim Suleymanli who was arrested during the raid and sentenced to 15 days of
administrative arrest but was released a day after told the media during his interview that he
was beaten by around 30 police officers in Yasamal District 29th police station.15 The
detainees faced administrative charges and sentenced to an average of 30 days of arrests.
Suleymanli told reporters that all 11 detainees faced physical violence in the police station.16
Despite the extensively documented and reported practice of subjecting the detainees to

EMDS, ‘Information bulletin of the Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Center on abuses the COVID-19 response actions
during quarantine regime in Azerbaijan’, https://smdtaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Covid-19-V-bulletin.pdf
MeydanTV, ‘The trash operation by the Police’, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxhdusixuLY
15
Radio Liberty, ‘Police conducted an operation in Yasamal’, https://www.azadliq.org/a/polis-yasamalda-%C9%99m%C9%99liyyatke%C3%A7irib/30658643.html
16
Radio Liberty, ‘Police conducted an operation in Yasamal’, https://www.azadliq.org/a/polis-yasamalda-%C9%99m%C9%99liyyatke%C3%A7irib/30658643.html
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torture in police stations and detention facilities authorities in Azerbaijan as a principle
denies the claims.

Freedom of assembly
According to special quarantine measures applied since April 5, people were allowed to go
outside only after obtaining SMS permission. Café and restaurants remained closed for most
of the quarter, gathering in public in groups with more than 10 people were prohibited. While
the restriction upon the freedom of assembly was legitimate due to the public health
concerns, in various instances people faced harsh fine and sanctions when they even did not
violate the relevant rule.
Around 50 people attempted to hold a rally in central Baku to celebrate the International
Children’s Day. 49 participants were fined and a criminal case was launched against the
organizer. In other instances, people gathering in groups with less than 10 people were also
dispersed, fined and detained. On June 1 and 16, a small number of people gathering outside
the Ministry of Education and Internal Affairs, respectively, were protesting the pandemicrelated issues in the educational system and police brutality against citizens. However, both
protests were dispersed by police officers, protested were removed from the scene and some
participants were fined. Rustam Ismayilbayli, organizer of the protest in front of the Ministry
of Education was sentenced to 15 days of administrative arrest.

Protesters outside the Ministry of Internal Affairs

Activist Rustam Ismayilbayli (old photo)

Right to Fair Trial
Most of the recorded violations of human rights during April-June 2020 were related to the
right to a fair trial. Overall, 91 cases made up 21 per cent of the total number of violations.
The main reasons for the violations were the formality in the cases of people arrested with
political motivations. Such court trials tend to last only a few minutes where petitions of
defendants were usually rejected and testimony of police officers was given priority as
evidence.
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Freedom of movement
Another highlight of the quarter was the Azerbaijani citizens stuck at Azerbaijan-Russia
border who were not allowed to enter Azerbaijan for a long time. The closure of state
borders between these countries due to the pandemic measures, hundreds of citizens
remained in fact in blockade near Daghestan. Freedom of movement of citizens was violated
and when more than 400 citizens protested the violation on June 15, Russian law
enforcement bodies raided the area, dispersed the protests aggressively, applied physical
violence and launched a criminal case against at least 10 people.17

Police aggressively interfered with the protest of Azerbaijani in the border near Daghestan

Social-economic rights
Social security rights:
40% of the violations (59 cases) recorded concerning the social-economic rights during
April-June belong to social security rights. The traditional artificial hindrances and
bureaucracy caused most of the complaints. Local executive authorities and municipalities
alongside the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of Population were the main targets
of complaints.
Apart from traditional patterns of violation of social security rights, this quarter has been
remarkable for coinciding with COVID-19 pandemic are as well. Since the mid-March, the
government has announced the social care packages to protect vulnerable and worst-off
groups from the impact of the closure of businesses. Packages mostly targeted people who

‘Azadlig’ newspaper, ‘Criminal case was launched in relation to protest of Azerbaijani in Daghestan’ ,
‘https://www.azadliq.info/235318.html’
Radio Liberty, ‘News on the Azerbaijani citizens detained in Daghestan’,
https://www.azadliq.org/a/da%C4%9F%C4%B1standa-tutulan-az%C9%99rbaycanv%C9%99t%C9%99nda%C5%9Flar%C4%B1ndan-x%C9%99b%C9%99r-var/30698313.html
17
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are or have become unemployed during the pandemic. EMDS monitored and reported the
number of irregularities in the allocation of social allowances to people in need.
15 complains were received regarding the obstacles for citizens in obtaining the monthly
allowance of 190 AZN (112 USD) for unemployment. Most of the complains were either
because of the long period in processing the requests by Ministry or refusals with no grounds
stated. The website of the Ministry for applying to the allowances also failed to operate
smoothly

Adequate living standards
EMDS has recorded 29 human rights violations regarding the provision of adequate living
standards. The problems in the provision of water to districts such as Aghsu, Zardab,
Goychay, Khachmaz, Baylagan and others became a major issue especially due to the
importance of water during the pandemic. Moreover, the omissions of relevant responsible
state bodies such as Azersu, Azerishig, Ministry of Emergency Situations were the main
targets of the complaints.

Right to health
Bribery and bureaucratic procrastination became the main sources for the 23 cases of
violations of the right to health in the second quarter of 2020. Citizens complained of facing
demands of bribing for otherwise free medical services and being deprived of medical care
because of bureaucratic hindrances. Corruption schemes in the obtaining of drugs which
otherwise should be free of charge also caused complains by citizens. Moreover, several
convicts were deprived of or were refused to be medically taken care of during the pandemic
sometimes with political reasons despite the worsened health conditions.

Right to work
The complaints on the violation of the right to work soared during the second quarter of
2020 with 10 times more numbers (20/2) in comparison with the previous quarter. Pandemic
played the key role in the cases where employers violated the right to work by firing the
employees without providing due compensation or early warnings or threatening them with
firing. Moreover, another part of the violations was about making employees work as usual
despite the quarantine measures. Especially the medical care workers were threatened with
being fired when protested worsened work conditions.

Contact:
E-mail: emc.az2001@gmail.com
Telephone: +994503334674
Website: www.smdtaz.org
Twitter: SMDT_EMDS
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Annex1. List of people targeted by the new wave of the political persecutions in the second quarter
of the 2020
etibarən start götürən yeni siyasi təzyiq dalğasına tuş gələn ictimai-siyasi fəallar
Public Profile /
Form of Political
Name Surname
Date
Political Affiliation
Pressure Faced
Forcibly put into
Agil Humbatov
PFPA
01/04/2020
Psychiatric Hospital
Azerbaijan
Democracy and
Ulfat Hagverdiyev
Welfare Movement
Fine
05/04/2020
(ADWM
hereinafter)
Rovshan Murad
ADWM
Fine
05/04/2020

4

Mahabbat Murad

ADWM

5

Shakir Mammadli

ADWM

6

Vefadar Aliyiev

ADWM

7

Natig Isbatov

Videoblogger/Journalist

8

Nariman Abdulla

Activist

9

Fikrat Jafarli

10

Namizad Safarov

Classic Popular
Front Party
Lawyer

11

Nijat Abdullazada

PFPA

12

Ibrahim Vazirov

Journalist

13

Baba Suleymanov

PFPA

14

Ali Karimli

PFPA

15

Vugar Abilli

PFPA

16

Islam Islamzade

PFPA

17

Teymur Karimli

Journalist

18

Arif Babayev

PFPA

19

Avaz Ahmadov

PFPA

Threat
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention

05/04/2020

Fine

10/04/2020

Fine
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Blockage of Internet
and Mobile
Connections
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Illegal Detention,
Confiscation of
Equipment
Administrative
Detention, Illtreatment
Administrative
Detention

10/04/2020

06/04/2020
08/04/2020
09/04/2020
10/04/2020

10/04/2020
12/04/2020
13/04/2020
13/04/2020
16/04/2020
17/04/2020
20/04/2020

22/04/2020
22/04/2020
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Shamsi Kasamanli

PFPA

21

Irada Nariman

PFPA

22

Elshan Babayev

PFPA

23

Elvin Mammadov

PFPA

24

Namid Nagiyev

PFPA

25

Ali Imamkhanli

PFPA

26

Elkhan Aliyev

PFPA

27

Jeyhun Rzayev

PFPA

28

Said Mammadzada

PFPA

29

Babak Hasanov

PFPA

30

Elvin Irshadov

Activist

31

Jelal Zabitov

D18

32

Ruslan Izzatli

D18

33

Abbas Huseynov

MUU

34

Elshan Teymurov

Rapper

35

Giyas Ibrahim

Activist

36

Alik Aslanov

MUU

37

Shamil Hasanov

MUU

38

Firdovsi Amrahov

PFPA

39

Faig Rashidov

PFPA

40

Javid Mammadzada

Activist

41

Elshad Atayev

Musavat

42

Ilkin Rustamzada

Nida Civic
Movement

Administrative
Detention
Fine
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Administrative
Detention
Pre-trial Detention
Discrimanotry
Treatment, Hunger
Strike
Administrative
Detention
Pre-trial Detention
Forcibly Conscriped
Inaccordance with
Laws, Kicked off
the office
Ill-treatment,
Hunger Strike,
Discriminatory
Treatment
Administrative
Detention
Fine
Administrative
Detention
Pre-trial Detention
Illegally Detained
and Released
Administrative
Detention
Fine
Administrative
Detention
Attempt to Arrest,
Online Blackmailing
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25/04/2020
28/04/2020
28/04/2020
02/05/2020
07/05/2020
09/05/2020
09/05/2020
09/05/2020
16/05/2020
17/05/2020
19/05/2020
22/05/2020
25/05/2020

29/05/2020

02/06/2020
09/06/2020
10/06/2020
22/06/2020
25/06/2020
26/06/2020
26/06/2020
27/06/2020
08 April, 23
May
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Campaign, Cyber
Attacks
Administrative
Detention
Fine, Administrative
Detention, Torture
Administrative
Detention, Torture,
Pre-Trial Detention
Fine, Confiscation
of Equipment

43

Faig Amirli

PFPA

44

Hikmat Aghayev

MUU

45

Niyamaddin Ahmadov

PFPA

46

Saadat Jahangir

Journalist / PFPA

47

Fuad Ismayilov

Activist

Administrative
Detention, Torture

48

Ruslan Amirli

PFPA

Administrative
Detention
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08 April, 25
May
10, 13 April
2020
16 April, 19
May
28 April, 1
May
7 March ,22
May, 21
June
9 April, 29
May

